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Organization

Provide a “roadmap” for each week or module of the
course. The roadmap is a document that gives the learning
outcomes, instructional materials, readings, assignments,
due dates, study tips, office hours and estimated times for
each component. This is the #1 thing you can do to help
students successfully navigate your course!

CatCourse Introduction

Using CatCourses to

Module Template

Navigating in Canvas

Organize Course Content

Content Delivery

Chunk content into shorter segments with pauses for
reflection or response interspersed. Use synchronous
meetings for more interactive sessions and utilize video,
text and other resources for more one-way, asynchronous
content delivery. Look for open source educational videos
that can help supplement your content delivery. If you are
making your own videos, you can use Zoom or Camtasia to
capture a video of yourself and/or your computer screen.
Note: If you want to draw, write equations, highlight things,
use CRTL “p” on a PPT slide when in presentation mode to
let you write on the screen. An iPad and stylus cam also be
used for ease.

Principles and Guidelines

Zoom for Instruction

for Maximizing Student
Learning from Video
Content

(need to pdf and add)P
And

Using Camtasia to create

Or

Creating Instructional
Videos

Or

Instructional Video
Studio Consult

instructional videos
And

Sharing a Screen and
Presenting with Zoom

Assessment

Try to provide frequent low-stakes assessment when
possible. Focus on assessing the major learning objectives
essential to the course. Consider opportunities to use
alternatives to traditional proctored exams, if appropriate.
Allow for opportunities to practice using any technologies
prior to major assessments. Be understanding with student
internet disruptions. Be explicit about formats for
submitted work. For FERPA protection, do not email
student grades or graded work. Instead use the CatCourses
platform for all grade related communications.

Creating Online
Assignments in CatCourses

Rethinking Assessments:
Integrity, Best Practices

And
Choosing Options for a
CatCourses Quiz

and Rubrics
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https://catcourses.ucmerced.edu/courses/18749/modules
https://catcourses.ucmerced.edu/courses/18749/modules
https://catcourses.ucmerced.edu/courses/18749/pages/build-your-course-site
https://app.acuityscheduling.com/schedule.php?owner=14058897
https://app.acuityscheduling.com/schedule.php?owner=14058897
https://catcourses.ucmerced.edu/courses/18749/files/folder/build_your_course?preview=2955115
https://catcourses.ucmerced.edu/courses/18749/files/folder/build_your_course?preview=2955115
https://catcourses.ucmerced.edu/courses/18749/files/folder/build_your_course?preview=2955115
https://catcourses.ucmerced.edu/courses/18749/files/folder/build_your_course?preview=2955115
https://www.techsmith.com/blog/record-your-desktop/#record-screen-camtasia
https://www.techsmith.com/blog/record-your-desktop/#record-screen-camtasia
https://support.zoom.us/hc/en-us/articles/201362153-How-Do-I-Share-My-Screen-
https://support.zoom.us/hc/en-us/articles/201362153-How-Do-I-Share-My-Screen-
https://app.acuityscheduling.com/schedule.php?owner=14058897
https://app.acuityscheduling.com/schedule.php?owner=14058897
https://app.acuityscheduling.com/schedule.php?owner=14058897
https://app.acuityscheduling.com/schedule.php?owner=14058897
https://app.acuityscheduling.com/schedule.php?owner=14058897
https://community.canvaslms.com/docs/DOC-10151-415241295
https://community.canvaslms.com/docs/DOC-10151-415241295
https://community.canvaslms.com/docs/DOC-26470
https://community.canvaslms.com/docs/DOC-26470
https://app.acuityscheduling.com/schedule.php?owner=14058897
https://app.acuityscheduling.com/schedule.php?owner=14058897
https://app.acuityscheduling.com/schedule.php?owner=14058897
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Feedback

Aim to provide students as much timely, individual
feedback as you comfortably can. Consider using peer
review for assignments to have students see the work of
peers and get extra feedback on their work. Consider
having a deadline for students to submit work for peer
review before the actual deadline so they can revise.
Consider recording audio feedback rather than written.
Consider recording a video after a major assignment or
exam for the entire class where you discuss solutions and
comment on common errors. You can utilize CatCourses
tools to reach out to students with common characteristics
to acknowledge successes (like quickly email all the
students who did well on a quiz or who improved). Reach
out individually to students who are not engaging or who
may be struggling.

Providing Audio/Video

Using CatCourses

Feedback on Speedgrader

Gradebook and Analytics

And
Using Analytics in
CatCourses

to Keep Students on
Track

Office Hours

Provide regular online meeting times for students to ask
questions. Zoom works well for this. Consider using a
shared Zoom whiteboard, if appropriate for your discipline.
Provide clear instructions to students on how to utilize
office hours, both technically but also what office hours are
for and what sorts of things students could bring to discuss.

Utilizing the whiteboard
feature in Zoom

Engagement

Provide multiple structured mechanisms for students to
interact. Examples include active learning strategies,
prompted discussion forums, forums for students to self-
organize study groups, group assignments, breakout
discussions/activities during synchronous Zoom sessions,
etc. Provide expectations for “netiquette” in the course.

Set up a Discussion Board

Using Microsoft Teams

in CatCourses

for Instruction

And

Implementing
Engagement Strategies
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http://help.canvas.yale.edu/m/55452/l/920472-how-do-i-submit-audio-video-feedback-to-a-student
http://help.canvas.yale.edu/m/55452/l/920472-how-do-i-submit-audio-video-feedback-to-a-student
https://community.canvaslms.com/docs/DOC-18531-what-is-new-analytics
https://community.canvaslms.com/docs/DOC-18531-what-is-new-analytics
https://app.acuityscheduling.com/schedule.php?owner=14058897
https://app.acuityscheduling.com/schedule.php?owner=14058897
https://app.acuityscheduling.com/schedule.php?owner=14058897
https://app.acuityscheduling.com/schedule.php?owner=14058897
https://support.zoom.us/hc/en-us/articles/205677665-Sharing-a-whiteboard
https://support.zoom.us/hc/en-us/articles/205677665-Sharing-a-whiteboard
https://community.canvaslms.com/docs/DOC-13016-4152724374
https://community.canvaslms.com/docs/DOC-13016-4152724374
https://app.acuityscheduling.com/schedule.php?owner=14058897
https://app.acuityscheduling.com/schedule.php?owner=14058897
https://app.acuityscheduling.com/schedule.php?owner=14058897&appointmentType=15997890
https://app.acuityscheduling.com/schedule.php?owner=14058897&appointmentType=15997890
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and Mitigating
Resistance

Community and
Communication

Your presence online is the most important part in building
an online community. Provide communications to the class
at least weekly, particularly if you are not using
synchronous sessions. Remind students of activities for the
week (i.e. reinforce the roadmap). Provide motivation for
the content or activities. Include an introductory video of
yourself at the start of the course. Include “Norms for
Communication” into the syllabus and begin building
community even before the class begins using a welcoming
video and introductions assignment in discussion board.
Ask students to post short introductory videos.

Creating Announcements

in CatCourses

And

Syllabus Language:
Community Norms

And

Ideas for Building
Community

And

8 Strategies for Building

Community

Accessibility

Please work with Student Accessibility Services to provide
accommodations when requested. Upload any recorded
videos to Kaltura and use the auto-captioning feature (for
this semester only, you do not need to edit the captions,
unless requested). Be mindful of using standard file formats
for ease of use with screen readers. Use high contrast
colors in slides and webpages.

Essentials of Accessibility

General Resources: UC Merced Educational Continuity, Faculty Institute CatCourse
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https://app.acuityscheduling.com/schedule.php?owner=14058897&appointmentType=15997890
https://app.acuityscheduling.com/schedule.php?owner=14058897&appointmentType=15997890
https://community.canvaslms.com/docs/DOC-10405-415250731
https://community.canvaslms.com/docs/DOC-10405-415250731
https://catcourses.ucmerced.edu/courses/18749/files/folder/teach_with_evidence_based_practices/inclusive_learning_environment?preview=2954950
https://catcourses.ucmerced.edu/courses/18749/files/folder/teach_with_evidence_based_practices/inclusive_learning_environment?preview=2954950
https://catcourses.ucmerced.edu/courses/18749/pages/building-an-inclusive-community-in-a-crisis
https://catcourses.ucmerced.edu/courses/18749/pages/building-an-inclusive-community-in-a-crisis
https://www.learnworlds.com/build-online-learning-community/
https://www.learnworlds.com/build-online-learning-community/
https://cetl.ucmerced.edu/Essentials%20of%20Accessibility
https://it.ucmerced.edu/EdContinuity
https://catcourses.ucmerced.edu/courses/18749/

