Using Student Evaluations to Improve Teaching
1. Statistics 
· Sample size: total number of a statistical sample. Examples: for class test statistics, the sample size is the total number of students take the test. For evaluations, the sample size is the total number of responses.
· Median: the numerical value separating the higher half of a sample. For even number of samples, the median is then usually defined to be the mean of the two middle values. 
· Mean: short of “arithmetic mean of a sample” is the sum of the sample divided by the sample size. It is also known as the average.

· Standard deviation: describes variation from the mean.

· Histogram: gives frequency counts for each discrete sample value and provides the most information. Two samples may have the same mean and standard deviation but different distributions and hereby histograms.
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