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What is a wiki? Why choose PBWorks? 

Wiki’s 
A wiki is a website that allows 

users to edit or add their own 
content to the pages on the 
site.   

Wikis support a graphical 
interface that allows you to 
create a wiki site in just a few 
minutes – no need to know 
HTML or related markup 
codes. 

Think of Wikipedia - a 
collaborative online tool 
written and edited by anyone.  

Why PBWorks? 
One of the free online tools available 

to educators to build knowledge 
collaboratively. 

Easy-to-use interface & PBWorks 
educator support. 

Define your users, set-up the basic 
structure, and invite people to 
contribute & create. Share with 
individuals and/or the public. 

Excellent tool for coordinating & 
monitoring group work. 

Collaborate with colleagues on 
projects, research, papers & syllabi. 

Potential to act as a storehouse of 
knowledge across semesters. 

 
[1] List adapted from 

net.educause.edu/ir/library/pdf/ELI7004.pdf. 
Retrieved on 5/01/2014 

 



Why PBWorks as opposed to the UCM-
CROPs system? 

 

Pros of PBWorks  

     

Free, easy-to-use interface & PBWorks 
support. 

Reliable access: students, faculty, TAs, and 
other instructional staff can create, access 
and participate from any location with 
internet connectivity. 

Direct & immediate access to sites content for 
collaborative activities. 

Develops students transferrable problem 
solving skills and builds collaborative 
knowledge that might not otherwise 
occur in the classroom. 

Student sense of responsibility and ownership.   
Promotes multimodal creativity (print & digital 

media). 
 

Cons of PBWorks 
No UCM-IT support. 
Users can add to, edit, delete materials 

on the wiki. 
Site requires monitoring for 

appropriateness & can be time 
consuming in initial set-up.  

Overwhelming to grade numerous 
entries. Let students know which 
assignments will be graded or 
commented upon.  

Potential to reflect a collaborative bias 
over time. 

Lacks dedicated discussion forum and 
blog. 

Plagiarism & copyright concerns. Be sure 
to cite everything written by you.  

 
[1] List adapted from 

net.educause.edu/ir/library/pdf/ELI7004.pdf. 
Retrieved on 5/01/2014. 



Getting Started with your own  
PBWorks wiki 



Select “General” (Higher Ed) to sign up 
for your FREE account  



Welcome to your PBWorks wiki 
Workspace  



Select the “Edit” tab on your 
FrontPage to begin building your wiki 



What will it look like? 
FrontPage example of an edited education wiki 



Where to find more information and 
tutorials on wikis & PBWorks: 

7 Things You Should Know about Wikis: 
http://net.educause.edu/ir/library/pdf/ELI7034.pdf 
PBWorks Education Edition (free): 
http://edumanual.pbworks.com/w/page/58006553/M

y%20PBworks 
Wikis in Plain English: 
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=-dnL00TdmLY  
YouTube Sample Tutorial by Mark Barnes: 
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=SZ5OV14v4xU 
 

http://net.educause.edu/ir/library/pdf/ELI7034.pdf
http://edumanual.pbworks.com/w/page/58006553/My PBworks
http://edumanual.pbworks.com/w/page/58006553/My PBworks
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=-dnL00TdmLY
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=SZ5OV14v4xU


Sample PBWorks Collaborative 
Assignment (1 of 3) 

• Students complete weekly readings prior to class. In-class, students collaborate in 
groups of 3-4 on one weekly reading of their choice, and then post their responses 
to discussion questions like the following on PBWorks: (a) Explain why you chose 
your selection (quote, etc.) specifically; (b) What do you think of it? Like it, or don’t 
like it? Didn’t understand it; (c) Summarize it (to the best of your ability); (d) 
Critique it (to the best of your ability, and with respect to your interests); (e) What 
is its significance for you; (f) Why is your selection (quote, etc.) significant to the 
reading; (g) What is its significance for Core 1? (h); and in what ways can it 
compare to something else we've studied so far? (Discussion questions adopted 
from Professor Tom Hothem). Each group then shares their “mini-presentation” 
and leads a class discussion. The assignment is extended with their choice of a 
Google image or YouTube video that best captures the main idea of the reading 
that they are responsible for presenting.  I choose to comment on collaborative 
work in-class.  

 
  



Group Collaboration Instructions Sample (2 of 3) 



Group Collaboration Student Response Sample  (3 of 3) 



Animoto Extended Collaborative Assignment and Student Collaborative Sample on Darwinism (1 of 1):  
http://animoto.com/play/prjE3zC5oSQdckB01rx47Q 

 

http://animoto.com/play/prjE3zC5oSQdckB01rx47Q


Sample PBWorks Collaborative 
Assignment (1 of 2) 

• Students were assigned teams and asked to perform research with a 
specific problem and to provide a final plan in the form of a 5- to 7-page 
report (at least 1800 words) that included carefully presented and closely 
engaged data. Each team also collaborated on a digital media 
presentation for their plan. One person from each team  was responsible 
for linking their final presentation in the “comments” section.  Each team 
presented their plan for the essay assignment in 6-8 minutes.  Teams had 
the option of creating a presentation with the following digital media 
tools: a Prezi presentation (minimum of 12 different visuals/zooms),  an 
iMovie Video (http://www.apple.com/ilife/imovie/), a Quick Time Video 
(http://www.apple.com/quicktime/), a video using Windows Movie Maker 
(http://windows.microsoft.com/en-us/windows/get-movie-maker-
download), or a YouTube Video (http://www.youtube.com/). All 
presentations were to have in-text citation(s) as needed and to include a 
Works Cited.  Finally, each student was responsible for grading group 
presentations with a  rubric designed for digital media presentations. 

http://prezi.com/learn
http://www.apple.com/ilife/imovie/
http://www.apple.com/quicktime/
http://windows.microsoft.com/en-us/windows/get-movie-maker-download
http://windows.microsoft.com/en-us/windows/get-movie-maker-download
http://www.youtube.com/


Sample Team Presentation Plan (2 of 2) 
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Wx4w47vytpw 

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Wx4w47vytpw


Group Presentation Rubric Sample (1 of 2) 
(adapted and modified from Yu-Han Chao) 



Group Presentation Rubric Sample (2 of 2) 
(adapted and modified from Yu-Han Chao) 



• Unfamiliar computer programs will present learning-curves.  
• Students and other users may feel overwhelmed, initially. 

One more user ID and password to remember, one more 
site to check. However, over the course of the past year, 
most students have expressed their preference for 
collaborative multimodal projects on PBWorks.   

• UCM-IT support for PBWorks is limited or not available. 
Wiki provider and colleagues may be only system of 
support. 

• Potential that free software may be discontinued or a 
charge implemented.  
 
 
 
 
 

What technical conundrums can I 
expect from a free wiki? 

[1] List adapted from 
net.educause.edu/ir/library/pdf/ELI7004.pdf. 

Retrieved on 5/01/2013. 



 
 
 

Questions? Suggestions?  
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
Thank you for your interest!  

 
 

(photo courtesy of Dr. Tom Hothem, Assistant 
Director of the Merritt Writing Program SSHA 

at the University of California, Merced) 
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