


Session Outcomes 

You will create a Twitter account and log in to 
the site 

You will be familiar with using Twitter as a 
classroom tool (ie, using it for discussions, 
searches, and as a primary source) 

You will be familiar with citation guidelines for 
Twitter 



What Is Twitter? 
-A conversation 
-A peek into others’ lives 
-A dinner party 
-A list of  resources 
-An information stream 
-A list of  what people ate for dinner 
-A cultural barometer 
-A useless time-waster 
-A way to connect with students and 
colleagues 
-A source of  news and information 



How do I do it? 
www.twitter.com 



Twitter Lingo 
Tweet 

Hashtag 

Retweet 

Direct Message 

Fail whale 

@message 

Followers 







Using Hashtags To Follow 
Conversations: 



“The Twitter Experiment” 
Dr. Monica Rankin 
University of  Texas, Dallas 
 
 
 
 
http://youtu.be/6WPVWDkF7U8 



Advanced searches: 



Using Twitter As A 
Primary Source:  

Search for users or topics 

Scroll waaaay down 

May do a search if  you know specifically what 
you are looking for 

More to come (probably) 





Citing Twitter: 

Both MLA and APA have guidelines for citing tweets.  

MLA:  

Athar, Sohaib (ReallyVirtual). “Helicopter hovering above 
 Abbottabad at 1AM (is a  rare event).” 1 May 2011, 3:58 p.m. 
 Tweet. 

APA: 

@BarackObama. (2009, July 15). Launched American Graduation 
Initiative to help additional 5 mill. Americans graduate college by 
2020: http://bit.ly/gcTX7  [Twitter post]. Retrieved from 
http://twitter.com/BarackObama/status/2651151366  



“One of the glorious aspects of Twitter 
is that, unlike email, it doesn’t require a 
response – or even a glance. Indeed, 
many people treat it as a river of 
messages, dipping in when they happen 
to be next to the stream.” 
 
--Tim O’Reilly & Sarah Milstein, The 
Twitter Book 
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