Classroom Practice

LAs and TAs work with and support students in the classroom during Active Learning activities

Michael Prince explains, “Active learning is generally defined as any instructional method that
engages students in the learning process. In short, active learning requires students to do
meaningful learning activities and think about what they are doing” (Prince, 2004). Prince’s
definition is drawn from foundational work done by Bonwell and Eison (Bonwell, 2000 and
Eison, 2010) and has been widely accepted.

Making Time for Active Learning

Using active learning strategies does not require abandoning the lecture format. Rather,
adding small active learning strategies can make lecturing more effective for student
learning. These activities give students just a minute or two to check their understanding of
recent material, practice a skill or highlight gaps in their knowledge before giving an
explanation.
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Image adapted from Thinking Together: Collaborative Learning in the Sciences, Harvard University,
Derek Bok Center.

Some useful websites for Active Learning
¢ Definition of Active Learning and some techniques and strategies from the University of
Minnesota Center for Educational Innovation (CEl):
https://cei.umn.edu/teaching-resources/active-learning
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¢ Definition of Active Learning and Resources from the University of Michigan Center for
Research on Learning & Teaching (CRLT):
https://crlt.umich.edu/active learning_introduction

e How to Incorporate Active Learning in your Classes from the University of Michigan
CRLT:
https://crlt.umich.edu/sites/default/files/resource files/Active%20Learning%20Continuum
accessible.pdf

Active Learning Resources

What is Active Learning?

Active learning is an approach to instruction that involves actively engaging students
with the course material and within the learning process.
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o Active Learning Techniques: htips://teaching.tools/activities
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